











Book Review

Stones into Schools
By Greg Mortenson

In Three Cups of Tea,
Greg Mortenson told the

story of stumbling into a

remote village in

Pakistan after a failed

attempt to climb K2,

promising the village

elder who nursed him

back to health that he

would build a school for the

village, and the journey that resulted
in fulfilling that promise.

In Stones into Schools, Greg continues his story
of building schools in central Asia. In 1999 he

promised a group of Tajik nomads that he would
build a school for them in the back of beyond in
Afghanistan. This is the story of finally getting
that school built and in the process building many
schools, especially schools for girls, in remote
villages in Afghanistan and in the process
teaching the American military some important
lessons. The book is timely, very readable, and

available in the Multnomah County Library.

— Bﬁéfﬂ/ S,

The Portland Pride is June 20,
2010. Let’s get some members together and
remind our GLBT brothers and sisters that there
are congregations that welcome them. Anyone
interested in marching in the parade under a

Wy’east banner contact Anders L.

For Isabelle's UPcoming
Fourth E)ir'thclag

This story was written for a third cousin of mine

back east. B /[/[d/ { /4

I was just going to send you a boring, Happy
Birthday email from Portland, but then I
remembered that last night I dreamed about a
squirrel, and that made me think about the
squirrel I saw yesterday running across the
road. And that made me think about the
coyotes I see sometimes running in the street

near my house.

But I knew if I said that, I'd have to explain to
you about where I live right next to a forest,
because coyotes are supposed to be out in the
desert someplace where it's very dry and brown,
but I live in a city in the western part of Oregon,

where it's green and very wet.

My house is just a block away from that big
forest, and there's enough room among all those
trees, even with the cities and the houses and the
roads and the people, that lots of animals can
live in there too -- like squirrels, and raccoon,
and deer, and big elk close to the Pacific Ocean,
where all these storms come in from across the
water and make it rain here in the fall and the

winter and spring, but not at all in the summer.

So the coyotes must like it where it's wet too,
because it certainly is here in Portland. And the
squirrels must like it wet also, like the one last
night in my dream that was standing up on its
hind legs, wearing a brown, buttoned, winter
coat, wondering why I was so quiet, and looking

at me to say something.



RCVC FiCS (continued from page 1)

As a congregation, how do we say ‘good-bye’
and how do we say ‘hello’ At this stage in
Wy’east’s life, we would do well to ask: how we
say ‘good-bye’ to one minister and how we say

‘hello’ to another?

When it comes to my good-byes at Wy’east, I have
a couple ideas for the coming months. I plan on
having time to say good-bye to the children
through a children’s story and also by spending a
Sunday with them at Wee Works. I plan on having
a chalice circle in June where there can be a time
for acknowledging our ministry in the years that I
have been with you. And my last sermon will be a
time to reflect on our years together and imagining

what may be to come for Wy’east.

Many people have asked me if I will continue to
come to Wy’east for worship after I stop serving
as your minister. The short answer is: no I won’t.
In our tradition it is expected that a minister who
has served the congregation will not return as a
member or even as a friend of the church. In the
coming months, it will be vital for the next
minister to have a chance to form bonds with you
that will allow him/her to lead as your minister. If
I am on the sidelines, that process becomes
complicated since people may understandably
continue to relate to me as their minister. By me
stepping aside, the relationship between you and
your new minister will have the best opportunity

to thrive.

Even in my absence, know that I will miss you. I
hope that in the coming months we find ways to

say good-bye well.
Love, Susan

Ministerial Search
Task Force

A Ministerial Search Task Force has been formed
with members Mark A., Katy L., Carol B.,

Dan E., and Karl A. Due to their focused work,
the Ministerial Search Packet is now complete!
It’s an information package we send to potential
ministers that includes pictures, a history of the
congregation, our bylaws, a description of our
religious education program, orders of worship,
recent newsletters and results from the recent
congregational survey. A big thanks to all who
participated in the survey, and a huge thank you
to Katy for her work getting the survey created,
distributed and tabulated. This Ministerial Search
Packet will be available to view at the welcome
table after worship services in May. The task
force will be receiving similar packages from
interested ministers and hope to begin

interviewing candidates by mid May.

Worship Odds & Ends

On Sundays, it is helpful for long-time Wy’easters
to sit up front, in the middle, or to the far
left in order to be more welcoming to
newcomers; it will make room for others who are
new, people with children (who may need to
make quick escapes!), or people who want to

discreetly enter after the service begins. Thanks!

If your child wants to light the chalice
during a worship service, please contact anyone

from the worship committee.

The Wy’east worship committee is always
dreaming up new ideas for services, speakers
and activities. To share ideas or help bring
services to life, contact us at wyeast-
worship@googlegroups.com or talk to Tim M.,
Mark A., Brooke C. or Elizabeth S.



Wg)east SPecial
Collections

Our Special Collection recipients in May and June
will be two more clinics belonging to the Coalition
of Community Health Clinics -- both getting health

care to people who otherwise couldn’t afford it.

Merey  Wisdom

The first, on May 16th, will be the Mercy and
Wisdom Healing Center, which provides
primary care with Naturopathic, Chinese
Medicine, and Acupuncture. The second, on June
20th, will be the Native American
Rehabilitation Association
(NARA) Indian Health Clinic,
which provides general medical
services, with primary care, mental
health services, and substance

abuse treatment.

http://www.mercyandwisdom.org

http://www.naranorthwest.org
*

A Mother’'s Socks

by Jeffrey Lockwood

Once upon a time, a thief snuck into the room of
a sleeping Buddhist monk. As the burglar
rummaged about, the monk awoke. The startled
thief ran into the snowy streets with the monk
racing after him, “Please stop!” the monk called,
and the man finally did, realizing that his pursuer
was no threat. “You’ll need this,” the monk

gasped, handing the thief his own coat.
“What do you mean?” the man asked.

“I saw that you dashed from my room into the cold
without so much as a winter wrap, and I realized
that I had both a woolen blanket and a coat.”

Having heard this implausible tale of sainthood years
ago, I forgot the details but remembered the essential
events. Ordinary people can’t be morally compelled
to make such extraordinary sacrifices. But for
whatever reason—perhaps the sheer absurdity of
such unconditional altruism—this parable stuck with
me. It rattled around in my skeptical mind until the

day my wife played the role of the Buddhist monk.

Nan and I headed into the mountains for a day of
skiing with our children, who were four and six at
the time. In the chaos of packing up that morning,
we’d forgotten our daughter’s mittens. The wind
was whipping and mercury hovered in the teens, so
no mittens meant no skiing. But for Nan the
solution was as obvious as it was simple. She always
wore two pairs of socks, so she removed the outer
layer and pulled them over Erin’s hands. The

problem solved, we headed down the trail.

I found her approach rather clever, the sort of
practical, motherly thinking that often eludes my
analytical mind, but hardly heroic. However, the
bitter cold and the woolen warmth evoked the
parable of the monk’s coat. Among the snow-hushed

pines, I remembered how the dialogue ended:
“I don’t understand,” the man said.

“It is simple. You have nothing at all to keep you

warm,” the monk answered.

“But you are a fool to give away your coat,
leaving you with only a blanket,” the man replied,

reaching for the garment.

“If I had two gloves on one hand and none on the

other, would I be a fool to put one of them on my
bare hand?” the monk asked.

The man said nothing, took the coat, and hurried

down the street.

When we are not alienated, when love draws us
into the suffering of others, when we see our
happiness entwined in their well-being, then
generosity is neither foolish nor heroic. It is the

simplest and most obvious choice.

Source: “A Guest of the World: Meditations™ by Jeffrey Lockwood
(Skinner House, 2006), reprinted with permission of the author.



A Summer Retreat for the Whole UU Family s

Reconnect to nature and
your UU family with worship,
music and fun.

Programs for all ages
support our 7th Principle; we
care for the earth.

Enjoy swimming, the
breathtaking slip-and-slide
and old-time music, or quiet
walks along the river and
thoughtful conversation.

It's a joy for people of all
ages and orientations. Join
us again this summer for
Interdependence Day at
Cedar Ridge.

LY. 70

S

Celebrate Interdependence Day

Thursday, July 1 - Sunday, July 4, 2010
Cedar Ridge Retreat Center
Vernonia, Oregon

Affordable Prices:
$140-$145 for adults
$95 for 5-9 year olds
Ages 4 and under free

Includes:
Three night’s lodging
Bunk houses, tent sites or
ADA accessible rooms
Nine meals




Before & After Worship Programming N M89 & June

If you have a programming idea that you would like to facilitate in May or June, please contact Rev. Susan

Maginn at susan.maginn@gmail.com.

SAVE THESE IMPORTANT DATES!

MAY 16,12 NOON
Upcoming budget Q&A: We will be hiring a

quarter-time minister and hope to add a part-time
administrative assistant position. Ghildcare will be
provided.

MAY 23,12 NOON

Annual Meeting: Wy’east members elect new

board officers and approve our 2010-2011 budget.
A certain percentage of members must be present, so
please plan on attending. Childcare will be provided.

MAY 2

* Potluck Lunch - bring a dish to share right after
the service.

MAY 9

* Social Hour 11:30 am

MAY 16

* Social Hour 11:30 am

* Upcoming budget Q&A 12 noon
MAY 23

* Social Hour 11:30 am
* Annual Meeting 12 noon
* Restaurant Adventure
After the meeting, at approximately 1:00 pm

MAY 30

* Social Hour 11:30 am

\/oungAclults at Wg’east

Young adults at Wy’east sometimes get together
for spiritual discussions, volunteering and playing.
To join in or suggest outings, contact Elizabeth S.

JUNE 6

* Potluck Lunch - bring a dish to share right after
the service.

JUNE D

* Social Hour 11:30 am

JUNE 20

* Social Hour 11:30 am

JUNE 27

* Social Hour 11:30 am
* Restaurant Adventure 11:40 am

UU Adventures in Eating

SUNDAY POTLUCKS — Our potlucks will be held
on May 2nd and June 6th at 11:30 am. Bring a dish
to share.

RESTAURANT ADVENTURE - After our service
on the fourth Sunday of each month, those who are
interested gather for lunch at a local restaurant. It is
an opportunity for lively and topical conversation, and
for enjoying the bounty of wonderful restaurant food

available in Portland.

Our group varies in size from as few as four to as many
as 15, and often includes both adults and children. We
announce the month’s destination during the service,
gather a list of interested congregants, and then call
ahead to make reservations.

We try to find places with a variety of moderately-priced
vegetarian and omnivorous menu items. We have some
regular stops on the rotation, and we’re always on the
lookout for new restaurants to try.



2 MONTHS OF SUNDAYS
Mag

May 2 WISDOM OF THE ANCIENTS

We live in an age of technological marvels. Human knowledge grows by volumes every day. And yet we continue to draw
wisdom from sources thousands of years old. Wy’east member Tode Oshin explores why we continue to listen to the
voices of the distant past.

Service: 10:30 a.m.

Religious Education (Pre-K-8th Grade): Children attend the beginning of the service, and then go to class.
Nursery care is also available for infants and toddlers.

First Sunday Brunch: 11:30 a.m. Bring a potluck dish to share.

May 9 SHARE YOUR INSPIRATIONS

What is worship to you...or what have you always wanted it to be? Is it the deeply personal, when you named a wish, a
family trait, or a value that you resolved to carry with you for the rest of the week? Was it the intensity of some music, your
favorite pop hit, a rousing folk sing-along, or the chanting of monks? Was it a group meditation, an ecstatic dance, a time to
let go and be a kid?

In today’s worship workshop, we experience a range of creative styles of worship or rituals, bringing together our passions
and encouraging each of us to share with each other what most inspires us.

Please contact the worship committee of Elizabeth, Tim, Mark and Brooke, wyeast-worship@googlegroups.com, to help us
share your inspirations.

Service: 10:30 a.m.

Religious Education (Pre-K-8th Grade): Children attend the beginning of the service, and then go to class.
Nursery care is also available for infants and toddlers.

Social Hour: Join us for refreshments after the service.

May 16 A UU PERSPECTIVE ON EVIL

We UUs are justifiably proud of our optimistic view of human nature. But at times this perspective feels inadequate to explain
the evils that we see in the world around us (and maybe even the imperfections we find within our own hearts). Come and
explore how we UUs might reconcile our First Principle commitment to “the inherent worth and dignity of every person” with
the terrible deeds that we human beings seem capable of doing to one another.

Elaine Castles, a member of the Mid-Columbia UU Fellowship in Hood River, is a long-time Unitarian Universalist who has
previously been associated with UU congregations in Florida, Oregon, Colorado, and Maryland.

Service: 10:30 a.m.

Religious Education (Pre-K-8th Grade): Children attend the beginning of the service, and then go to class.
Nursery care is also available for infants and toddlers.

Social Hour: Join us for refreshments after the service.

Upcoming Budget Q&A: 12:00 noon.

May 23 “WHAT DOES RELIGION MEAN TO ME2”

UU theologian Forest Church said, “Religion is our human response to the dual reality of being alive and having to die. We
are not so much the animal with tools or the animal with advanced language as we are the religious animal.” Today’s chalice

circle will be facilitated by Katy Liljeholm and Rev. Susan Maginn.

Service: 10:30 a.m.

Religious Education (Pre-K-8th Grade): Children attend the beginning of the service, and then go to class.
Nursery care is also available for infants and toddlers.

Social Hour: Join us for refreshments after the service.

Annual Meeting: 12:00 noon.
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May 30 WY’EAST: WHAT’S NEXT?

This Sunday service will be presented by Tandi Koerger, the Program Specialist of the Pacific Northwest District of the UUA.
She will inspire us to consider where we could be headed as a congregation and what a new minister will mean for Wy’east-- the
opportunities and the challenges. Tandi works extensively with small congregations, which she calls the Small and Mighties.

Service: 10:30 a.m.

Religious Education (Pre-K-8th Grade): Children attend the beginning of the service, and then go to class.
Nursery care is also available for infants and toddlers.

Social Hour: Join us for refreshments after the service.

June

June 6 PASSAGES

This chalice circle Sunday will be an opportunity to acknowledge any great passages of the past year such as births,

deaths, and anniversaries. As Rev. Susan prepares to resign from Wy’east at the end of the month, this will also be a special
opportunity for the congregation to reflect upon her ministry during the last three years. The service will be led by Rev.
Susan Maginn.

Service: 10:30 a.m.

Religious Education (Pre-K-8th Grade): Children attend the beginning of the service, and then go to class.
Nursery care is also available for infants and toddlers.

First Sunday Brunch: 11:30 a.m. Bring a potluck dish to share.

June 13 THIS I BELIEVE

Liana Aburto has recently come to Unitarian Universalism and Wy’east from a background as a Christian (as a child) and
Buddhist (as an adult). She is a student of psychology and human development, and today she shares how a new view of the
world opened up to her after she came to appreciate math and science after finishing school. This path opened her up to many
other things as well, including religion and churches.

Service: 10:30 a.m.

Religious Education (Pre-K-8th Grade): Children attend the beginning of the service, and then go to class.
Nursery care is also available for infants and toddlers.

Social Hour: Join us for refreshments after the service.

June 20 LIVING TO THE END

When someone is diagnosed with a terminal illness, life takes on new meaning, and the ultimate question of how to die becomes
imminent. In 2007, Don Colburn, then a health reporter at The Oregonian, shared the intimate story of one woman’s journey
with terminal cancer, and whether or not to use Oregon’s doctor-assisted suicide law. Today Colburn reflects on his own
journey with Lovelle Svart, a woman determined to live to the end. Don Colburn is a long-time health reporter and poet.

Service: 10:30 a.m.

Religious Education (Pre-K-8th Grade): Children attend the beginning of the service, and then go to class.
Nursery care is also available for infants and toddlers.

Social Hour: Join us for refreshments after the service.

June 27 FAREWELL SERMON

In my final sermon at Wy’east, I’ll reflect on these three years together, the truths that have emerged, wondering about how
these years might complete pieces of Wy’east’s history and turn you toward the future. And then, I will say good-bye.

Service: 10:30 a.m.

Religious Education (Pre-K-8th Grade): Children attend the beginning of the service, and then go to class.
Nursery care is also available for infants and toddlers.

Social Hour: Join us for refreshments after the service.

Restaurant Adventure: 11:40 a.m. Location to be announced during social hour.
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